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Trick-or-treat fun in Marpole
Participating businesses around the area provide treats for families
By Steven Chua
G
houls, zombies and ghosts will 
be storming Marpole for candy 
on Halloween day.
Costumed candy-seekers can 
pillage Granville Street between 63rd 
Avenue and 71st Avenue in the ninth 
annual Great Marpole Trick-or-Treat.
Business owners lining the road will 
give out treats from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. to 
anyone up to 18-years-old, provided 
they’re in costume.
 “It touched us that the community 
has really embraced the event,” said 
event organizer Claudia Laroye.
The event started off as a way for 
members of the Marpole Business Im-
provement Association to get to know 
residents in the area.
A handful of establishments started 
handing out candy to families in 2003.
Now it attracts over 400 members of 
the undead horde, who stagger and 
stalk about 50 businesses each Hallow-
een, Laroye said.
Evidently organizers haven’t forgot-
ten their treat-seeking days.
 Laroye said the event’s name is a 
homage to the Charlie Brown show’s 
Halloween special, It’s the Great Pump-
kin, Charlie Brown.
Marpole businesses are making sure 
kids aren’t the only ones coming 
dressed to the party.
Natasha Fong works at the TD Bank 
on 63rd Avenue and has been partici-
pating for three years.
Fong and her co-workers aren’t shy 
about adopting the spirit of Halloween.
 “My manager was a bumblebee and 
some girls were devils and angels,” she 
said.
Her latest alter-ego was a giant can-
dy Malteaser.
Desiree Baron, branch director of 
Marpole library, has been giving loot 
for the same amount of time.
Her entire staff donned the outfits 
from the Disney Peter Pan movie.
“It’s really fun seeing the children in 
their costumes,” said Baron. “We 
couldn’t be more delighted to be part of 
the Great Marpole Trick-or-Treat.” 
Participating businesses are identi-
fied by a pumpkin decal placed on their 
storefront.
IT Dept in 
trouble
Staff shortage and campus 
capacity lead to wide-
spread technical problems
By GILLIan haMeS
Blackboard, the online course man-agement program, was phased out this year at Langara, but many 
remain skeptical that the new system is 
actually an improvement. 
Carol Elder, the project co-ordinator 
for Langara’s transition to the Desire-
2Learn system, said since the contract 
with Blackboard was up, the college 
was free to explore other options.
“D2L is more intuitive,” said Elder, 
who is also an educational technology 
advisor. She also explained that D2L is 
Canadian-based, unlike the company 
that owns Blackboard.
Not all instructors have adopted the 
new system yet, but many that have are 
finding it less than ideal.
“The learning curve has been steep,” 
said Stephen Phillips, a political sci-
ence instructor.
 Phillips was one of the instructors 
that initially tested the product when it 
was in its pilot stage this summer. He 
wanted to get to know the product be-
fore school started. However, he still 
finds D2L challenging. 
Phillips said that, although D2L 
seems to have more features, so far it 
“compares unfavourably with Black-
board.”
Carol MacLeod, an anthropology in-
structor, said although EdTech is very 
helpful in assisting with D2L, she is still 
having difficulties. 
“It’s the online course that’s a real 
headache right now,” she said. 
Initially, MacLeod had trouble down-
loading databases from the publisher 
of the textbook she uses, a necessity for 
online courses. She now thinks the 
problem has been solved, but noted 
that it took over a month for her, other 
online instructors and EdTech to figure 
it out.
D2L has a help program for instruc-
tors struggling to navigate the system. 
“Once you get into the semester like 
this, every minute counts,” she said.
“You know it’s frustrating when the 
teacher is freaking out,” said Karena 
Tchakedjian, a general studies student. 
“I used Blackboard and even though it 
was not the prettiest thing to look at, it 
was super easy to use . . . I would prefer 
that over this system.”  
Students, staff unhappy with new system
By tanya hILL
Since the beginning of the fall se-mester the information technolo-gy service desk has been swamped 
with technical support requests from 
Langara students.
 Students are not getting the support 
from IT staff as quickly as they would 
like. 
“We are aware of the issues and we 
are working on it. We want to improve 
the service, and better communicate 
with students. It’s a matter of resource 
and time,” said Justin Yau, IT service 
desk manager at Langara College. 
The IT department is short three 
staff at their busiest time and the influx 
of support requests, mainly to do with 
wireless connections, has been a chal-
lenge.
Since August, the IT department at 
Langara has been searching for new IT 
service desk workers, which has not 
been an easy task. 
“Some people got promoted and one 
employee left, it happened at the worst 
possible time,” said Yau. “Recruiting is 
not easy, there are lots of people apply-
ing,.” 
Another factor contributing to the 
poor wireless internet connection on 
campus is capacity. 
“Think of the average student today, 
they could have a laptop, mobile phone 
and a tablet,” Yau said. “We have had 
an increase in enrolment and more stu-
dents from out of high school using this 
technology, this is something that 
started about a year or two ago.” 
Students can find out information 
about service improvements by going 
to the IT department website, where 
you can also find contact information. 
Desire2Learn program has 
been met with criticism
MARPOLE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION photos
Celebrants grab candy from the stores between 63rd and 71st Avenue during the Great Marpole Trick-or-Treat last Halloween.
GILLIAN HAMES photo
Karena Tchakedjian, a general studies student is frus-
terated with the new online course managment system.
“It touched 
us that the 
community 
has really 
embraced 
the event
Claudia Laroye, 
event organizer
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RICHARD HODGES photo
Nursing student Nicole Wood receives a shot in the arm from fellow student Ann Lee this week 
to demonstrate the effectiveness of flu shots. Langara students can receive their annual vaccina-
tions during any one of four clinics scheduled for October 30 and 31 and November 6 and 7.
By RichaRd hodges
F
lu season is approaching and a 
preventive vaccination could be 
the shot in the arm you need to 
avoid getting sick this winter. 
Starting next week, immunizations 
will be made available to Langara stu-
dents, instructors and support staff by 
term-seven nursing students in the 
main foyer of Building A. The first clin-
ic is slated for October 30 from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m., with subsequent clinics on 
October 31 from 1 p.m. until 4 p.m. and 
November 6 and 7 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The vaccination will be available for 
free to high-risk individuals, including 
seniors and children, but Langara 
nursing students Ann Lee and Nicole 
Wood recommend that even young and 
healthy students should stay safe and 
get injected. 
“Because influenza is a viral infec-
tion that can affect anybody, it is 
important to prevent the flu by getting 
vaccinated,” the students told The 
Voice in an email. “The best time to get 
your flu shot is late October or early 
November to provide optimal protec-
tion.”
Tiffany Akins of the Vancouver 
Coastal Health Authority says getting a 
flu shot is also important to help pre-
vent the spread of the virus.
“Individuals can carry the influenza 
virus and unknowingly infect other 
people,” Akins said. “The best way to 
protect yourself and your loved ones is 
to get a flu shot every year.”
She added that the flu infects rough-
ly 20 per cent of the population each 
year. 
Vancouver Coastal Health medical 
health officer Dr. Meena Dawar says 
B.C. will buy 1.1 million doses of vac-
cine this year, and that 40 per cent of 
citizens 12 to 64 will receive a shot.  
“Influenza vaccine is a very effective 
and safe intervention,” Dawar said. “In 
a good year, vaccine is 70- to 80-per-
cent effective in preventing influenza 
illness.”
The biggest hurdle to getting shots? 
Fear of needles. But the nursing stu-
dents can handle that.
“We can explain the procedures step 
by step so that they know what will be 
involved and to allow them to mentally 
prepare themselves,” Lee and Wood 
wrote. 
“One thing we do is ask the patient if 
they want to watch the procedure, and 
talking with our patients while the pro-
cedure is happening helps the person 
concentrate on something other than 
the shot.”
Langara nurses say 
it’s time to get shot
With flu season here, students, instructors and 
support staff are being urged to get vaccinated
symptoms
Fever, headaches, muscle 
pain, a runny nose, 
extreme tiredness and a 
cough
pRevention
Wash your hands; cover 
your mouth when you 
cough; and stay home if 
you think you’re ill
hoW it spReads
Through coughing, 
sneezing and face-to-face 
contact
home tReatments
Rest, drink extra fluids, 
avoid smoking, and 
breathe moist air such as 
from a hot shower
source: vancouver coastal 
health authority
FLU 
facts
By KatJa de BocK
TransLink’s new faregate system starts its test phase in early 2013.Turnstile faregates, designed to 
prevent free rides on transit, have been 
installed at several SkyTrain and Can-
ada Line stations, including the Langa-
ra station at 49th and Cambie. 
When that happens, TransLink, the 
company that operates the Canada 
Line, will introduce a new fare card 
called the Compass card, that will re-
place existing fare tickets, including 
the U-Pass issued to Langara students 
and an annual Employer Pass. Though 
for a period of months the two systems 
will work in tandem.
The Compass card is an electronic 
fare card that will work everywhere on 
transit in Metro Vancouver. The idea is 
to preload your card, then tap it on a 
“reader” when passing through a turn-
stile or boarding a bus or another tran-
sit vehicle. When riders leave, they will 
be expected to tap it out.
For Langara students and staff 
“nothing is going to change until at 
least the end of spring semester,” said 
Raymond Yeung, Langara transport 
and U-Pass coordinator. 
But what happens after that remains 
to be seen. Yeung is currently awaiting 
more details from TransLink, includ-
ing prices and a timeline for the issu-
ance of new cards. When he receives 
those details, he will pass them on to 
affected parties, he said.
It’s the tapping-out process that 
could get tricky.
Langara psychology student Kaitlin 
Ryan said “I don’t think it’s practical 
for everyday travellers,” adding that 
she can’t afford to miss her bus due to a 
lineup at the faregates.
Biology student Jenn Barrett said 
the system is not fool-proof. “It’s going 
to be a lot of people who don’t realize 
you have to tap off,” she said.
TransLink spokesman Ken Hardie 
said the company is “indeed still work-
ing on it,” but he didn’t want to release 
any more details to The Voice, other 
than that the current three-zone sys-
tem will remain in place for the time 
being.
“We are certainly not approaching 
this like the Big Bang,” Hardie said.
It will take several months to phase 
in the new system, he added. Initially 
things might even slow down, especial-
ly during rush hour. 
TransLink expects the data generat-
ed by the Compass cards will provide a 
better idea of passenger flows — infor-
mation that can be used when future 
service changes are due.
By Kevin hampson
Langara is becoming an increasingly popular destination for internation-al students.
This fall, 101 more students from for-
eign countries are studying at Langara 
compared to a year ago. According to 
the college’s international education 
department, 855 international students 
are enrolled at Langara this fall. Last 
year the figure was 754 students.
International education director 
Ajay Patel says all post-secondary in-
stitutions have seen an increase in in-
ternational students in the past few 
years, but he’s unable to cite any one 
reason in particular.
“I’m not sure we can point to one 
single factor, but one of the key factors 
in speaking with students who choose 
Langara is that Vancouver is a pre-
ferred education destination because 
of our moderate climate, lifestyle and 
multicultural society,” he said in an 
email. “Besides being one of the most 
liveable cities, Vancouver is also seen 
as a safe and secure place to study.
“With respect to ‘Why Langara?’, 
students enjoy the quality of high edu-
cation they receive at Langara, which I 
think is a reflection of the diverse pro-
gramming we offer and the passionate 
instructors who deliver the programs.”
Most of the additional students come 
from Asia, Patel said, particularly Chi-
na, Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Singapore 
and India. However he was unable to 
break numbers down any further.
“At this time we do not have the com-
plete data of the jurisdictional make-up 
of the international students. As soon 
as we get that, it will be posted on the 
college’s website….”
The increase fits with plans made 
public last fall by British Columbia Pre-
mier Christy Clark to increase the 
overall enrolment of international stu-
dents at B.C. colleges and universities 
by 50 per cent — an estimated 47,000 
students — within the next three years. 
Speaking at Thompson River Univer-
sity in Kamloops in September 2011, 
Clark said: “International students 
who study in B.C. create thousands of 
jobs and create millions of dollars into 
local economies … We are setting clear 
targets to dramatically increase the 
number of international students com-
ing to B.C.”
Patel said Langara would like to in-
crease its capacity further if possible.
“That would include domestic and 
international [students],” he said.
To accomplish that, he suggested 
that the college make more use of on-
line learning. He also suggested stu-
dents could be persuaded to sign up for 
“off-hours classes.” The 10:30 a.m. spot 
fills up right away but 6:30 p.m. classes 
often have empty seats, he explained.
However, for that to happen, he add-
ed that the college would have to en-
sure it had adequate instructors and 
support services to take on more stu-
dents.
Tuition for international students is 
about $8,250 per term. By comparison, 
domestic student tuition is about $1,299.
Critics of Clark’s policy have called it 
a money grab. 
“We can’t simply look at [interna-
tional students] as a revenue source,” 
said Phillip Legg, spokesman for the 
Federation of Postsecondary Educa-
tors of B.C.
“International students require 
more services. They have to adjust to 
language and cultural differences. That 
is not understood in Clark’s plan.”
Transit 
passes  
to change
TransLink’s installation of 
turnstiles at Canada Line 
stations will affect the way 
we pay for transportation
KATJA DE BOCK photo
The fate of the U-Pass is in flux 
with the coming of Compass cards.
Enrolment of 
international 
students up
Langara’s high quality of 
education and Vancouver’s 
reputation as a liveable 
city are cited as reasons
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Extensions and construction would help alleviate over-crowding
There are two open spots 
on the council, which sets 
grading rules and decides 
on class content. Six stu-
dents are nominated and 
running for the positions
A college 
instructor 
is set to 
give a pre-
sentation 
on how to 
think about 
online 
safety in a 
digital age
New buildings need funding
Education 
council 
poll opens
tomorrow
Anonymous browsing a fallacy says Langara prof
CITY OF VANCOUVER photo
The proposed design for Langara’s campus includes expanding the A building and creating two new large buildings on the western side 
of campus. The expanding student body means that more space is needed to fit all the students and meet space regulations. 
By RICHARD HODGES
L
angara’s next phase of expansion 
includes a new five-storey science 
and student services building and 
a three-storey creative arts build-
ing. 
The plan is set to pass the final hur-
dle from the city but still requires the 
necessary funding from the provincial 
government. 
Both buildings are desperately need-
ed to combat Langara’s student popula-
tion crunch, said Wendy Lannard, di-
rector of facilities. 
“We are short the equivalent of 1255 
square metres of classroom space and 
13,000 square metres of support space,” 
Lannard said. 
“Currently we are at 4.78 square me-
tres per [full-time student] which is 
well below 6.27 square metres per [stu-
dent] as per Ministry of Advanced Edu-
cation guidelines.”
The City of Vancouver would not 
comment except to say that the amend-
ments were well received by council. 
The last step is a public hearing on Oct. 
30.
 A previous open house on the plans 
drew an audience of over 200 people, 
mostly Langara students and sur-
rounding property owners. 
But building construction is never 
free and the college is still looking for 
funding from the province. 
Lannard estimates the science and 
students services building will cost $48 
million while the creative arts building 
will carry a price tag of $38 million. 
The college is preparing business 
plans for both as well as the building A 
expansion for presentation to the min-
istry, but Lannard says she “doesn’t 
know what funding will look like from 
the province.” 
Recent expansion at the University 
of Victoria in a five-year plan netted $78 
million from the ministry to offset the 
total cost of $237 million. 
Vancouver city council approved a 
Langara College policy statement re-
garding necessary expansion plans to 
accommodate the increased student 
population in 2005.
However, the past seven years have 
seen student growth spike past projec-
tions and necessitated amendments 
that were approved by council in early 
September. 
Most Langara students are on board 
with the expansion, as they’ve seen 
first-hand the space crunch, especially 
in the library. 
“[It’s] always crowded,” said crimi-
nology student Laura Bauer. “Especial-
ly on the second and third floors.”
Science student Rachel Lindsay 
agrees: “You’re always fighting for 
space in the library in the middle of the 
day. I just go to the Students’ Union 
Building, it’s a bit better.”
By KEVIN HAMPSON
Six Langara students are asking their peers to go to the polls to-morrow to elect them as student 
representatives in the education coun-
cil.
There are four student positions in 
the 20-member council. 
The candidates are vying for two va-
cancies.   
The council determines policy on 
grading, curriculum content, academic 
standing, withdrawal, and awards for 
excellence. 
Second-year history major Tanya 
Sanghera is running for female repre-
sentative. 
She would like to see more gender 
studies courses. “I think [gender stud-
ies] is something that brings a lot of 
people to Langara because it’s such an 
open, non-judgmental program,” she 
said. 
Peace and Conflict Studies student, 
Carmen Chan, 
pointed to her ex-
perience as a Lan-
gara Students’ 
Union board mem-
ber last year. 
If she were 
elected to the edu-
cation council, the 
learning curve 
wouldn’t be as 
steep for her, she 
said. 
Chan would like 
to improve the availability of courses; 
she finds that some courses she would 
like to take aren’t offered in the cur-
rent semester. 
Aboriginal studies student Sara 
Spilchen believes in hands-on curricu-
lum and practicums for career-based 
programs. 
“I think there’s a lot you can learn 
from doing, rather than reading about 
other people doing,” said the 29-year-
old student and mother of three.  
Langara’s curriculum is “amazing,” 
Spilchen added. 
However, lower-achieving students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
should be given more leeway when it 
comes to grading if they’ve shown im-
provement, she added.  
Spencer Latu, running for male rep, 
decided to run because he wanted to be 
more connected to the Langara com-
munity, said the first year general stud-
ies major.
The D2L online program is useful, 
but “not enough teachers are using it,” 
Latu said.
Max Yang sees the student rep’s role 
as working to support the council. He 
is involved in his community, the inter-
national student said. 
Yang has volunteered with the inter-
national education volunteer program, 
helping to orient new students.
 Female candidate Rute Xu could not 
be reached for comment. 
Voting starts tomorrow at 9 a.m. and 
ends Thursday, Nov. 1. 
Log in to myLangara to see the nom-
inees’ platform statements and to vote.
By SAM REYNOLDS
Gabriel Dhah-an, a Langara instructor and 
IT consultant, is 
delivering a talk at 
Langara on Oct. 26 
about the “myth” 
of online privacy — 
a myth that is 
based in a com-
plete disconnect of 
the online world 
and the real world.
Determining someone’s internet 
protocol, or IP, address is all that is 
needed to pierce the veil of online ano-
nymity, warns Dhahan.
Dhahan explained that an IP ad-
dress is a digital footprint of that can 
be used as a calling card by authorities, 
or an investigating party, to trace a 
user online to a physical person no 
matter what attempts have been taken 
to obfuscate one’s identity. 
“To me, online privacy is a bit of an 
oxymoron,” said Dhahan. 
 “In order to interact online you need 
an IP address [which] is unique to the 
individual and easily traceable via the 
Internet service provider.”
 Shaw and Telus both state corporate 
policy and privacy law would prevent 
them from revealing the user behind 
an IP address without a court order.
Dhahan believes that the solution to 
society’s online privacy problem isn’t 
necessarily to add more steps to shield 
one’s identity from being exposed, but 
rather shifting the way that society 
views online interaction. 
“If all of our activities online were 
exposed, the majority of us would be 
slightly embarrassed.” said Dhahan. 
“I think that as a society we should 
recognize that we are more complex 
than the standard mores that are out 
there,” said Dhahan. 
“We need to have less judgement 
around it so that people can behave in a 
more free world.”  
“There needs to be a shift in our at-
titudes towards online activity. We’re 
all doing things online [that may be 
embarrassing] and some people get 
outed and some people don’t.” 
Until a shift in the way society views 
online discourse occurs, Dhahan has 
some simple advice: engage online as 
though you were interacting in a public 
place. 
“You’ll never get yourself into a situ-
ation that will compromise your integ-
rity,” he said. 
Dhahan’s talk, “Dispelling the Myth 
of Online Privacy”, takes place on Fri-
day October 26 at 6:30 p.m. in room 
A122.
GABRIEL DHAHAN
Langara In-
structor and IT 
Consultant
SARA SPILCHEN
Female represen-
tative nominee
“[It’s] al-
ways 
crowded. 
Especially 
on the 
second 
and third 
floors.
LAURA BAUER
Langara Student
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By Simone Pfeiffer
W
hat says Halloween like 
Michael Jackson’s Thrill-
er?
Zombie wannabes are 
meeting at Waterfront Skytrain Sta-
tion on Saturday, Oct. 27, at 3:50 p.m. 
before heading to a secret location to 
perform the M.J. classic before an un-
suspecting crowd.  
Participants are asked to donate $2 
to $5 to cover production and rental 
costs associated with the flash mob.  
“We’re hoping to break Vancouver’s 
record of 420 participants,” said orga-
nizer Larry Piché. 
Early birds can pay to have Blanche 
Macdonald and Vancouver Film School 
students zombify  them with special ef-
fects make-up, starting at $15. 
Those who know the choreography 
can RSVP on Facebook (Thrill Vancou-
ver 2012), but voyeurs can just meet by 
4 p.m. and follow dancers to the perfor-
mance site. 
Later the same night, the wildly pop-
ular Parade of Lost Souls music, visual 
art and streat theatre festival returns 
to east Vancouver from 5:30 to 9:30pm. 
The parade’s location is also being 
kept secret, but will be announced on 
the parade’s website, Facebook page 
and Twitter at 12:01 the morning of.
Following the parade, revellers can 
head to the Parade of Lost Souls Dance 
Party at the Rickshaw Theatre (254 E. 
Hastings Street). Tickets are $25.
The Vancouver Police Museum of-
fers a darker experience, with a tour of 
the old city morgue on Saturday, Oct. 
27 at 240 E. Cordova Street. 
The tour is rumoured to be the 
creepiest event Vancouver has to offer 
for All Hallows Eve. Tickets are $10 for 
kids 12 and under, and $12 for adults.
Another option is a Haunted Van-
couver Trolley Tour, including a cem-
etary stop.
Tickets are $40 via phone at 604-801-
5515, ext. 105 and run hourly from 5:30 
to 9:30 p.m. daily through Halloween. 
If you’re stuck for a costume you can 
check out Value Village on 49th Avenue 
and Victoria Drive. 
Until Halloween, they will be open 
late, until 10 p.m from Monday to Satur-
day, and until 8 p.m on Sunday. 
More Madness Costumes, located at 
3350 Fraser St. is also keeping more 
vampire-ish hours. The store’s hours 
are 11-9 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, 11-10 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
and noon-8 p.m Sunday, through the 31. 
halloween candy
to Be handed out
daniel weSley
The local musician will be 
giving out chocolate-
covered beetles and jello 
shooters
Bif naked
Vancouver songstress 
says she’ll be giving out 
‘big fat figs’ 
Grant lawrence
The Radio 3 host and his 
wife, singer Jill Barber, 
will go all out with 
full-sized bars...for an 
expected 600 kids 
Tricks &
treats from 
local celebs
By Judy chern
Drum teacher and former Langa-ra student Jeff Tobin hopes to liven up South Vancouver with 
help from artists and musicians at the 
Marpole Arts Collective this Friday 
night. 
MAC is an event held on the last Fri-
day of every month at Marpole Place 
Neighbourhood House, located at 1305 
W. 70 Avenue. Lasting about 90 min-
utes, MAC features two to three acts by 
up-and-coming artists with the aim of 
giving them more exposure. 
Admission is free, with hot food and 
cold beer for sale. 
The event is a rarity in south Van-
couver – something more likely to be 
found on Commercial Drive or Main 
Street. 
“Music and art [don’t] exist in this 
area. Marpole’s always been like you’re 
passing through, 
but not really 
hanging out. We 
want to create a 
place for like-mind-
ed people to partic-
ipate, and try and 
create something 
special here,” said 
Tobin. 
MAC has a 
lounge-style feel, 
with past shows 
featuring blues 
bands and local band Lou and the 
Witch Baby, who sound a lot like indie 
band Tegan and Sara, according to To-
bin. 
Tobin’s own band, The 323s, opens 
and closes the night. He describes the 
band’s music as eclectic. They perform 
both their own songs and covers of ev-
eryone from John Mayer to The Black 
Keys. 
The night also lends itself to jam ses-
sions where anyone from the audience 
can go on stage and play in a relaxing 
atmosphere. 
“Maybe someone’s always wanted to 
play guitar but has been too scared, 
they can come do it here,” said Tobin. 
“On rainy days like this,” he said, 
looking out the window in an interview 
last week. “You don’t have to be de-
pressed – come in and make music.”  
By Jana minor 
Langara is home to many talented faculty members, both in and out of the classroom. 
Nowhere is this more evident than at 
the Langara Faculty Association’s an-
nual gala, a fundraising variety show 
that features the musical and artistic 
talents of faculty and staff.
The show has been running for 22 
years according to Andrea Smith, his-
tory instructor, gala organizer and 
singer/songwriter.  
Past performances have included 
dancing, skits and stand-up comedy. 
Musicians of every stripe tend to domi-
nate the night, playing all genres – jazz, 
rock, folk, celtic and classical. 
On this year’s roster is the band Five 
Twenty Two, a foursome that also per-
forms regular gigs off-campus. 
This year’s gala is important to the 
LFA because it’s the last for retiring 
stage manager Carol Chrisjohn who 
has been labouring behind the scenes 
of Studio 58 for over 20 years. 
“I’ve worked here a long time, but I 
love my job,” said Chrisjohn. “You can’t 
go wrong working with 20-year-olds,” 
she said. 
One such student is Emma Ham-
mond, who managed sound for the last 
gala event.  
“I thought it was great the instruc-
tors got up and performed,” said Ham-
mond, who described strong audience 
support from co-workers and family. 
“It didn’t feel like some forced event 
that they have to do every year, it’s 
more like some casual fun,” she added.
“It’s not a competition, it’s all for fun. 
That’s the spirit of it,” said Veronica 
Yeung who works in the academic 
dean’s office and is also a pianist. 
She said she sees her colleagues in a 
different light after they perform.
Yeung also noted that it’s for a good 
cause, with ticket proceeds going to-
ward student scholarships or depart-
ment equipment purchases. 
This year’s gala takes place Friday, 
Oct. 26 at Studio 58 (in the basement of 
A Building). 
A wine bar opens at 7:15 p.m. and the 
show starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15 
through the Studio 58 box office, which 
can be reached at 604-323-5227. 
No need to lose your 
head if you haven’t made 
plans yet. Read below 
to find out how to make 
yours a happy Hal-
loween. 
Get ready to have a ghoul’d time before and on Halloween
Musicians and artists 
looking for a venue in 
south Vancouver are wel-
come at monthly showcase 
After a year’s hiatus, 
faculty and staff return 
with their 22nd annual 
showcase of hidden talents
JANA MINOR photo
Musical acts dominate at the Langara Faculty Associa-
tion’s gala every year. 
Marpole 
ready for 
music & 
art show
Zombies, lost souls & bodies Jeff tobin
Organizer of arts 
showcase 
Studio 58 plays host to Langara faculty variety show this Friday
Posting  
personal 
pics online
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Retailers prepare for the Wii U launch 
Nintendo’s 
newest 
console hits 
Canadian 
stores on 
Nov. 18, 
just in time 
for the busy 
holiday 
shopping 
season.
By MICHAEL LETENDRE
The Wii U, Nintendo’s newest gam-ing system, is already sold out in most stores in the Lower Main-
land, and it hasn’t yet been released.
Best Buy’s gaming senior Brian 
Chalifour said the Wii U’s features, 
such as its touch screen controller and 
HDMI compatibility at 1080p resolu-
tion, have contributed to the high 
amount of pre-orders.
Chalifour says the high amount of 
pre-orders is also attributed to Ninten-
do having a larger fan base than other 
consoles.
Chalifour expects the Wii U to con-
tinue to sell-out, especially over the 
holidays, and that is due to the system’s 
wide appeal. 
“[People of] any age can use it,” he 
said, “it’s for people that are looking for 
a console for themselves, as well as 
their kids.”
Chalifour said when the Wii U ar-
rives in stores Nov. 18, he is expecting 
social media to change how people find 
the systems. 
“As soon as we get stock … people 
will go on Facebook and Twitter and 
say that we have them, and they will be 
gone pretty quick.”
The Wii U comes in two bundles: a 
white system with 8 GB of internal stor-
age for $299, and a black system with 32 
GB of internal storage for $349.
Johnson Nguyen, a Langara chemis-
try student, is hoping to buy one.
”Right now, I want it for just the one 
game: Pikmin 3,” he said. “I’ll probably 
get it around Christmas, after finals are 
over.”
Nintendo has sold almost 100 million 
Wii’s since its release in 2006. 
The gaming giant is hoping for simi-
lar sales with the Wii U, but the cost of 
buying another console may be too 
much for some.
 “I don’t think I’ll get it. I’ve already 
got an Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3… 
The graphics aren’t as good with Nin-
tendo,” said economics student Austin 
Guan.
The graphics capabilities of the Wii 
U are in fact superior to the Xbox 360 
and Playstation 3.
To coincide with the release of the 
Wii U, Nintendo will be dropping the 
price of the Wii in Canada from $150 to 
$130 at the end of October.
Johnson nguyen
Langara chemis-
try student
MICHAEL LETENDRE photo
Some stores, such as Electronics 
Boutique, are already displaying 
promotional material in advance of 
the release of the Wii U.
BRANDON KOSTINUK photo
Above: Just a small sample of the 
zombie-related literature available 
to purchase.
CLAYTON PATERSON photo
Below: The poster for the Langara 
course on zombie pop-culture.
TAD PHOTOGRAPHY photo
A group of zombie enthusiasts 
pose for a shot at this sum-
mer’s Zombie Walk event.
Some people continue to 
upload graphic images 
of themselves despite the 
situation that can result.
By SAM REYNOLDS
exposing oneself in a sexual fashion to an unknown audience, as hap-pens regularly on the Internet fo-
rum Reddit’s “gonewild” section, is not 
an entirely abnormal behaviour, ac-
cording to one SFU criminal environ-
mental psychologist. 
Ehor Boyanowsky describes Reddit’s 
“gone wild” section as something simi-
lar to an animalistic mating parade — 
where women clamour for attention by 
showing themselves off to an audience 
of males. 
Reddit’s owners promote the section 
as “a place for open-minded adult Red-
ditors to exchange their nude bodies ... 
in a comfortable environment without 
pressure.”
Boyanowsky argued that attractive 
people like to display themselves, cit-
ing the sometimes extravagant pur-
chases of clothing and cosmetics that 
people make. 
“The reason people post pictures, es-
pecially if they are attractive, is be-
cause they aren’t getting the attention 
they want. They want more attention. 
This is a way of doing this without 
breaking any social norms,” Boya-
nowsky said. 
Boyanowsky explained that venues 
such as this may be some of the only 
places that shy people — who want to 
feel appreciated sexually —  feel com-
fortable displaying themselves. 
“On the Internet anything goes,” 
said Boyanowsky. “It’s a free for all.” 
While Boyanowsky praises such an 
environment as a safe space for people 
to express themselves sexually, Red-
dit’s promiscuous subculture does not 
entice everyone. 
A number of female Langara stu-
dents are against the idea of posting 
sexual pictures of themselves online. 
“It’s unsafe but people do it because 
they think it’s cool,” said Larissa 
Punzalan, an arts and science major. 
“Who knows what people will do with 
the image after?”
Boyanowsky said that after looking 
through the site’s “gonewild” comment 
section, which contained mostly posi-
tive comments, the experience for most 
users will be safe and positive. 
“It’s a game, and for most people it’s 
a safe game,” he said. 
Zombie culture is taking over
By BRANDON KOSTINUK
Z
ombies have taken over! Well, 
the genre has.
With Halloween around the 
corner, a rash of zombie-themed 
events have cropped up around the 
Lower Mainland, adding to the already 
huge zombie culture that includes fea-
ture films (Resident Evil), best-selling 
novels (World War Z), a hit television 
series (The Walking Dead) and a real 
life, bath-salt-induced zombie attack 
(Google it.) 
The Voice wants to know: why zom-
bies? 
 “People like the unknown and zom-
bies feed that curiosity,” said Matt 
Leung, a human kinetics student.. 
 “I think it’s the biohazard element 
that really hits close to home,” said 
Shawn Ederis, a second-year fine arts 
student at Langara.
Second-year arts and sciences stu-
dent, Scott King, simply offered, “It’s 
the survival aspect.”
Ernest Mathijs, a UBC film studies 
professor and pop-
culture expert, had 
some further insight.
 “Vampires used 
to be more threaten-
ing in the 1980s and 
early ‘90s because of 
the link between 
blood and AIDS,” 
said Mathijs. 
“But because zom-
bies coincide with 
economic crisis, they 
have become more 
relevant,” he added, 
“and Twilight [did help] domesticate 
the vampire, making zombies a superi-
or mythical creature.”
Motifs within the zombie genre thus 
play a significant role when it comes to 
garnering attention.
“A zombie only has a desire to con-
sume,” said Mathijs. “They don’t think 
about anything else.” 
Mathijs added that some see this as 
a reflection of today’s society, and he 
believes it makes for thought-provok-
ing material.
What’s more, a view into a post-con-
sumerist world where zombies tend to 
exist fascinates people because of the 
current economic context, said Mathi-
js. It’s a look into what could be.
 “It also helps that shows like The 
Walking Dead look so good,” he added. 
For students looking to satiate their 
zombie craving this spring, Langara’s 
English department offers a zombie 
pop-culture course next semester.
From events to classes, the undead phenomenon’s popularity is rising
“THE ZOMBIE 
SYNDROME”
A site-specific, 
interactive, smartphone 
enabled, roving theatre 
adventure. Learn more at  
www.thevirtualstage.com
ZOMBIE COMBAT 
ZONE
Fight through a zombie 
apocalypse, in a creepy 
forest, using paintballs. 
(Actors are the zombies, 
not you). Learn more at 
www.zombiecombatzone.
com
EVENTS
“People like 
the un-
known and 
zombies 
fuel that 
curiosity.
   MATT LEUNG           
PHOTO COURTESY OF LES BAZSO/PNG
Hundreds attend a vigil for bullied 
teen Amanda Todd. Todd took her 
own life after being harassed over 
personal photos released online.
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Nicholas Read oversees 
The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
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604-323-5396
FAX
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theVoiceDigital glitches create headaches
CORRECTION
In a story about a student leadership 
conference that appeared in the Oct. 18 
Voice (Langara students iLead the way 
ahead), marketing executive Wayne 
Carrigan was identified incorrectly as 
Wayne Culligan. 
As well in a story about the Langara 
Students’ Union elections, women’s li-
aison Gunkirat Randhawa was mis-
identified as Ranhawa Gunkirat. 
Our apologies to both Ms. Randhawa 
and Mr. Carrigan.
OPINION
AshLEy VIENs
OPINION
BRONWyN sCOTT
OPINION
JEN ThuNChER
The wonders of online education have now become a burden for both staff and students at 
Langara College. 
Those already familiar with Black-
board are confounded by the 
less-than-usable Desire2Learn 
system that fails to open pages, 
upload documents or allow access to 
assignments. 
Langara introduced staff to the 
newly-launched D2L system at an 
information session April 26 and 
implemented it Sept. 1. 
An entire summer seems like 
plenty of time to tweak, fine-tune 
and present a usable interface for an 
entire college. 
The Desire2Learn company touts 
the updated system as “simple yet 
sophisticated.” I’ve yet to see either 
of those qualities in action. 
I grew up a tech kid—learning to 
navigate a web page, assemble Word 
and Excel files, as well as picking up 
a smattering of computer code. I 
understand technology. I can work 
with both Mac and PC systems. 
But I find, however, that I spend 
more time on D2L malfunctions than 
on actual assignments.
When I work—no, struggle—with 
an online system that promises to be 
intuitive and user friendly, I’m left 
pulling my hair.
Isn’t technology supposed to save 
time?
Excuses of 
procrastination 
aside, it’s frustrat-
ing to find that 
maintenance 
blackouts and 
multiple glitches 
prevent me from 
submitting 
assignments.
I hate to ask for 
help from the 
overworked and 
understaffed IT department. They 
must loathe their jobs right now. 
I can only imagine the frustration 
of the professors being harangued 
by students via email about system 
malfunctions.
Precious minutes of my day are 
being wasted on “technical difficul-
ties” that not even the professors 
seem to be able to control. 
And when the professors are as 
confused as the students, it leaves a 
lingering doubt in my mind about 
the rationale of adopting a new 
e-Learning system simply because it 
was designed in Canada.
I’d rather have a seamless 
workflow than a pretty page.
Etiquette should be first priority
Witchcraft 
stereotypes 
still prevalent
We need a new etiquette for online communication. In light of the recent 
tragedy surrounding Amanda 
Todd’s death, we need to alter our 
mindset when it comes to social 
media.
Online interactions are different 
in that people feel anonymous and 
“lose them-
selves,” explains 
Adrian Chen in 
an online article. 
The Internet 
provides a 
platform to speak 
freely, as though 
nobody’s listen-
ing. 
Of course, 
people are. 
Online privacy 
is a “myth,” said 
Gabriel Dhahan, an IT professional.  
“In order to interact online you need 
an IP address. [It’s] unique to the 
individual and is easily traceable,” 
he said.
With a feeling of privacy we act in 
ways that we wouldn’t otherwise. 
As an undergraduate studying 
Milton under a notoriously hard-
marking professor, I took to ratemy-
professors.com to vent my fury.
I was five minutes late handing in 
my paper and received a full letter 
grade deduction. 
Taking the issue to the Internet, I 
likened him to Satan as depicted in 
Paradise Lost, chastising him for his 
patronizing tone and “inverted 
logic.” I paralleled him with the 
subject of his study, stressing his 
expertise with paradox and uncom-
promising character.
It was written under the cloak of 
online anonymity.
What I didn’t realize was that, 
having just written an essay on the 
Satan of Milton’s masterpiece, I’d 
used some of the same phrases in 
my scathing critique. 
The next morning there was a 
new message in my inbox. 
The chilling subject field read 
“and I perhaps am secret” (a line 
from the poem).
Inside was a link to my post with 
the words “It’s amazing what a little 
secrecy can do. But I think openness 
is better.”
I probably wouldn’t have thought 
twice about it had I not been 
confronted. 
The Internet provides the catalyst 
for the soft-spoken geek to become a 
beast, says Chen. 
We need to start with the mantra 
that it’s OK to speak up – but only 
for things you’d actually say.
Of course, going to class thereaf-
ter was a nightmare.
The Voice dropped a news story this week. I completely agree with this decision. 
The Langara Society for Religious 
Witchcraft was to be featured in this 
issue. However, the club strongly 
objected to being profiled in a 
Halloween edition. 
 “To have our faiths associated 
with spooky stories and children’s 
games sends the message that our 
religion is not to be taken seriously,” 
wrote a represen-
tative for the 
group who calls 
himself Gray Sun. 
In defense of 
The Voice, many 
news outlets 
juxtapose 
coverage of this 
religion with 
Halloween. Often 
the only time 
witchcraft is 
featured in any other way on the 
evening news is on Halloween night. 
At my children’s school, students 
aren’t allowed to wear Muslim 
costumes to Halloween parties, but 
no thought is given to how insulting 
it is when dozens of little witches 
show up to celebrate. Why does 
society tolerate different beliefs but 
still dismiss witchcraft religions?
Firstly, western culture fears 
things that aren’t unified. Langara’s 
witchcraft club’s mission statement 
says, “fellowship and support for, 
witches, pagans, druids, polythe-
ists.” 
North American culture is built 
on who is kept out as much as who 
is let in. Roman Catholics can only 
marry other Catholics. Managers 
can’t be union leaders. Broad 
inclusion means witchcraft religions 
are not unified against other groups. 
Secondly, witchcraft religions 
appear to be very peace loving. The 
main tenet, according to wicca.com, 
is harm no one. The wider culture is 
more comfortable with strict rules, 
angry gods, sin and punishment. 
Thirdly, they are egalitarian. They 
believe the feminine is at least as 
important as the masculine. And 
they promote positive attitudes 
towards human sexuality, seeing it 
as a gift of the goddess.  
Wow, there you have it. Witchcraft 
religions see women as powerful 
and sex as a gift.  For a culture still 
dominated by men, this equality is a 
threat.  And so, witchcraft religions 
are belittled. 
I hope to seee an in-depth look at 
the Langara Society for Religious 
Witchcraft in an upcoming issue.
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‘Drowning in debt’ and dead-end jobs?
Students pin debt-payment hopes on high-paying jobs that may not be there after school
By JULES KNOX
Canadian post-secondary students are wondering why they are drowning in debt while many Eu-
ropean countries provide free educa-
tion to their citizens. 
Students calling for free tuition in 
Quebec have unleashed a debate on the 
costs of post-secondary education in 
B.C., and whether it is up to students or 
governments to shoulder the costs. 
With tuition for the spring semester 
due in less than two months, Langara 
students are nervously checking their 
bank account balances. 
“I don’t think that the price we pay 
for our education is fair,” says Adam 
Giesbrecht, the queer liaison for Lang-
ara Students’ Union. 
Giesbrecht is already more than 
$18,000 in debt after a year and a half of 
school. 
“I have no idea 
how I’m going to 
pay it off in the 
long run,” he says. 
“I don’t have my 
family to fall back 
on. I live on my 
own. I have no-
body.”
Virginia Mill-
sap, an economics 
student, has ap-
proximately $13,000 worth of loans.
“It would be awesome if we didn’t 
have to pay for our education,” she 
says. 
“But if school was free I would be 
worried about the number of people 
who would go to school for the sake of 
not going to work. I feel like they would 
abuse the system.” 
 Like many other students, Millsap’s 
plan to pay off her debt relies on find-
ing a high-paying job after graduation. 
Most students say they do not have a 
plan to pay off their loans if they don’t 
find a job in their field. 
Margarita Andreeva, a student in ki-
nesiology, wants to go to medical 
school. But she’s nervous about the 
number of loans she might need. 
“I definitely support free tuition,” 
she says. “It releases stress from stu-
dents. We can focus on our education 
instead of worrying about part-time 
jobs.”
For students feeling overwhelmed 
with debt, Andreeva has some advice: 
“Be positive, have hope, and know that 
we’re all going through the same 
thing,” she says. 
Langara students talk 
about their finances and 
their opinions on whether 
school should be provided 
for free
	 B.C. is expected 
to create 450,000 
jobs by 2019.
	 Retirees will vacate 
670,000 jobs.
	 Growth in job 
openings will likely 
outpace graduation 
rate.
Source:  www.workbc.ca/
statistics
Students dish out on debt and tuition
College debt
lasts lifetime,
experts say
Several years of school can 
place financial burdens 
that follow a graduate
all the way from the 
podium to retirement
One million jobs to be on offer by 2020 but most will be in the tecnical trades, sciences and medicine
By JANA MINOR
S
ome students spend more time 
researching cellphone plans 
than they do investigating ca-
reer prospects for their chosen 
field of study.
But the B.C. government is hoping to 
change that.
The province projects a labour short-
age of approximately one million jobs 
by 2020 in technical trades, healthcare 
and applied sciences. To fill the gap, it’s 
launched an advertising campaign 
aimed at making these careers more 
attractive to students. 
Ads on buses saying “hipster is not a 
real job” direct to the website Career-
trekbc.ca which lists 52 careers in high 
demand over the next decade. Targeted 
jobs include carpenter, paramedic, 
sawmill operator, physiotherapist, mid-
wife, geologist, counsellor, and bus 
driver. Salaries range from $33,000 to 
$125,000.
“Trade school used to be for dum-
mies, but it’s not anymore,” said Jeff 
Polkinghorne, recruiter with Manpow-
er employment agency. 
Polkinghorne is flooded with staffing 
requests for electricians, machinists, 
and manufacturing engineers who can 
make up to $80 per hour. 
“Healthcare will be huge because of 
aging boomers,” he continued, adding 
that managers of care homes can make 
up to $250,000. 
Polkinghorne advises students to re-
search job trends before deciding on a 
program, if they want a high-paying 
job. “You really have to specialize,” he 
said.
For students who don’t go into 
trades, there are still plenty of entry 
level jobs in administration and cus-
tomer service that pay between $35,000 
and $45,000, said Polkinghorne, who’s 
seen a 40 per cent overall hiring in-
crease recently. 
Yet despite this growth, Nancy Vye, 
manager of corporate communications 
at TD Bank Group, said in an email the 
Canadian economy churned out 52,100 
new jobs in September, only 5,700 of 
which were created in B.C. 
Students are contending with a sev-
en per cent unemployment rate in B.C.
Scott McLean, head of Langara’s eco-
nomics department, said job projec-
tions are based on assumptions, which 
can be wrong. McLean pointed to baby 
boomers who are working past age 65. 
“Freedom 55 is not the reality for lots 
of people,” he said. “All those people 
staying in their jobs, it’s not freeing up 
those jobs.”
By RYAN BANAGAN
Recent college graduates in Cana-da, particularly B.C., are facing more education-related debt than 
any previous generation.
The debt is putting graduates in a 
hole that often takes years, even de-
cades to get out according to Richard 
Davies, a retirement and college sav-
ings plans director at AllianceBern-
stein, L.P.
“Funding a college education isn’t 
just about those four years; it’s about a 
young adult’s ability to start a family, 
buy a house, and ultimately, even to 
one day retire,” said Davies.
According to the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students, B.C. post- secondary 
students will be, on average, $27,000 in 
debt after completing a four-year de-
gree program. 
Repayment of 
the loan starts six 
months after a stu-
dent’s last end-of-
study date, which 
they provide to the 
National Student 
Loans Service Cen-
tre. 
“College funding 
is a fundamental 
financial and life 
planning issue,” 
said Davies. 
“When you sad-
dle young adults 
with debt, they’re 
not just borrowing 
their college tu-
ition, they’re bor-
rowing from their 
future.”
While the first 
decade out of col-
lege is financially 
challenging for 
many people, it is 
particularly so for 
those with college 
debt.
Students and their families are find-
ing that eliminating this debt is nega-
tively affecting their lives not only fi-
nancially but also psychologically.
“It’s hard to feel like you’re making 
progress in life, when 10 years after 
graduating, you’re still receiving a 
monthly reminder of your college obli-
gations,” said Jennifer DeLong, Direc-
tor, College Savings Plans at Alliance-
Bernstein, L.P.
“The impact of college debt is not 
just a financial one,” said Diane Mc-
Curdy, president of McCurdy Financial 
Planning. 
 “College debt also affects quality of 
life.
Students are being forced to alter 
life events and career choices.
A theme amongst recent graduates 
is postponing graduate school, or leav-
ing jobs they like because they didn’t 
pay well enough.
Others are deciding to trade free-
dom for security by moving back home 
with mom and dad to help save money 
on rents. 
“When you 
saddle 
young 
adults 
with debt, 
they’re 
not just 
borrow-
ing their 
college 
tuition, 
they’re 
borrowing 
from their 
future
RICHARD DAVIES
AllianceBernstein, 
L.P.
JANA MINOR, JEREMY SALLY 
photos
Graduates must dig deeper 
than ever before to enter 
the workforce with a degree 
while the Globe and Mail 
(right) discusses if the 
returns are worth the in-
vestment 
	 In 1972, nearly 
79 per cent of a 
university’s budget 
was government 
funded.
	 In 2009, it was 58 
per cent.
	 Students now 
shoulder 35 per 
cent of the operat-
ing budget.
	 Average yearly 
tuition in Canada 
costs $5,581.
Source: http://www.theglobean-
dmail.com/news/national/
time-to-lead/
DOLLARS
and cents
ViRginia MiLLSaP
Econ. student 
with 13K of debt
Degree is no longer job guarantee
BY THE 
Numbers
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HANDOUT photo
North Burnaby Boxing Club coach Dave Robinson rejuvinating one of his prospects in the ring between rounds during a fight.
The Langara student on coaching youth and defending his B.C. belt 
By RYAN BANAGAN
O
ne might think a boxer becom-
ing B.C. super-middleweight 
champion would be life chang-
ing.
Not so much for boxer and Langara 
student Dave Robinson.
“Life hasn’t changed much actually. 
I’ve been fighting for a long time, so it’s 
really not that much different,” he said. 
It’s all about moving forward for 
Robinson, “It’s whatever the next step 
is.”
Robinson, a.k.a. “The Shoebomber,” 
was handed the super-middleweight 
championship belt in July, following a 
unanimous decision win over Chad Ge-
row from Revolution Martial Arts and 
Fitness in Langley.
The next chance for Robinson to de-
fend his belt will be on Nov. 22 at the 
Night of Champions in the Italian Cul-
tural Centre.
However, his opponent is still unde-
termined. 
This is something he is used to 
though.
The Shoebomber said the last time 
he defended the title, his opponent 
changed four or five different times be-
fore the fight.
“This was hilarious. I was supposed 
to fight one guy. Then it switched to a 
different guy. Then the guy who 
showed up to fight me was someone I 
had never seen before,” he said.
As a result, Robinson doesn’t find it 
helpful to study many of his opponents 
on tape. 
Instead, he tries to come up with a 
good game plan, focusing on his own 
technique.
“Boxing is all about rhythm and con-
trol,” he said. 
Besides being a boxer attending 
school, Robinson spends most of his 
free time coaching at North Burnaby 
Boxing Club.
He coaches youth classes on Tues-
day and Thursday. When he isn’t train-
ing for a match, he is coaching the com-
petitive class with Manny Sobral and 
Rob Bortolazzo.
His main focus in coaching is to fa-
cilitate the education of youth in the 
motor skill development of boxing’s ba-
sic fundamental movements.
He said, “When they learn just like 
they are going to school, I get excited 
about that.”
Tickets for the Night of Champions 
include food and drink for $100.
Women clutch playoff spot 
in Saturday double header 
but men did not advance
By ANNiE ELLiSON
Although the Langara men’s and women’s soccer teams both won do-or-die matches against Doug-
las College on Sunday, only the women 
will advance to the post-season. 
The men’s side won 4-3 and the la-
dies won 4-2 to secure a spot at the Pac-
West provincial tournament. 
With a bench that looked more like a 
first-aid tent, the women’s team battled 
through almost a dozen injuries — 
most notably sidelined fourth-year cap-
tain Lana Rockhill —to defeat Douglas 
and clinch a playoff spot. 
 “Dougie Daycare gave us a run,” 
said centre-back Katarina Tomic, “but 
we pulled through when we needed to.” 
Following a 2-0 loss to Kwantlen on 
Saturday, the game was must-win. 
Although Langara led the score all 
game, Douglas consistently brought 
the heat. 
In his 12 years at Langara, coach 
Ryan Birt said this is the most talented 
squad he has ever worked with.
Twin sisters Chelsea and Amelia 
Brown scored a goal apiece against 
Douglas. Both sisters assisted each 
others’ goals. 
“I just always know where she is,” 
said Chelsea Brown. 
The ladies will amp down physical 
training this week while they rest up 
and focus on tactics for Friday’s semi-
final game in Squamish against defend-
ing league champions, Thompson Riv-
ers University. 
The Falcons have lost their last two 
meetings with TRU, but drawing the 
top-ranked team in the first round of 
playoffs has its benefits.
“If you want to be the division 
champs,” said Birt, “you might as well 
go beat the defending champs.” 
Going into the weekend, Langara’s 
men were tied with Kwantlen for the 
fourth and final playoff berth. On Sat-
urday, the Falcons blew a three-goal 
lead to Kwantlen and remained tied at 
20 points. 
The high-scoring, largely rookie 
crew can celebrate a strong final week-
end, despite not advancing.
Head coach David Shankland re-
turns to scouting for the 2013 season.
By JULES KNOX
The Langara Falcons women’s basketball team finally started to find it’s rhythm as it rolled into the final quarter of Friday’s game against 
Squamish’s Quest University Kermodes. 
But it was too late. 
The Falcons struggled with a slow start that ex-
tended into most of the game as Quest’s tight 
plays, slick passes and unstoppable offence led the 
team to a 71-41 victory in a PacWest pre-season 
game at Langara. 
Jesseca Eng said she felt prepared going into 
the game. “Our intensity and tenaciousness are 
our biggest assets,” she said.
But this confidence fizzled on the court as the 
team failed to match Quest’s drive for the net. 
Quest’s dribble-drive offensive strategy created 
plenty of shots, and while the Falcons were still 
scrambling to catch up, the Kermodes took these 
shots with deadly accuracy. 
By the end of the first half, Quest had a 23-point 
lead. 
During the third quarter, the Falcons finally 
started to come together as a team. Two stolen 
balls prompted morale-boosting cheers from fans 
on the sidelines. More energy was injected into 
the game as the Falcons picked up the pace. 
By the fourth quarter, the Falcons had closed 
some of the gaps in its defence. It finally put ag-
gressive offensive pressure on Quest. But the ball 
still couldn’t find the net. 
Coach Mike Evans said he was not impressed 
with how the team played. 
“I thought on the whole we were terrible,” he 
said. “We were beaten in every aspect of the game. 
Defensively we were horrendous, and offensively 
we weren’t very tenacious.”
He said there were moments when the women 
played hard, but they didn’t have much to show for 
it. We’re a better team than that.
The Falcons were short three teammates be-
cause of injuries. Noticeably absent was Rhea Sil-
vestri, an experienced third-year player whose 
height was sorely needed on the boards. 
Eng said that the next practice is going to be a 
tough one. “We’re going to be pushing each other 
harder, that’s for sure.” 
B-ball team rallies too late
Falcons lose at home against Quest University
“Boxing is all about 
rhythm 
and 
control ... 
when they 
learn just 
like they 
are going 
to school, I 
get 
excited...
DAVE ROBiNSON
Dave Robinson coaches jabs
Season finale 
for Falcons 
soccer teams
JULES KNOX photo
Guard Jesseca Eng, left, dribbles past forward Cassidy Ostering, right.
